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Perceptions wield great power over the values 
and behaviors of individuals and communities, 
and these modes of thinking affect social 
processes like education.  Fundamentally, 
perceptions, internalized and expressed, produce 
social norms and guide behavior. 
 
Let’s consider the effects of students’ perception 
of safety in the process of education and in the 
context of the education facility.  
 
We must be concerned with the signaling effect 

of the education facility’s physical environment.  Inadequately designed and 
improperly maintained education facilities do no favors in fostering positive social 
norms and elevating students’ motivation to behave well and succeed. 
 
How can we improve the perceptions of the learning environment?  We are driven 
by a desire to convey the importance of altering perceptions, upholding positive 
social norms, and ensuring students that their facilities are safe and secure places 
to learn. 
 
Read Full Summary. 
 
 
 
The Education Facilities Clearinghouse (EFC) is a program of The George Washington University and the Graduate School 
of Education and Human Development and is funded by the U.S. Department of Education.  

  

 

In short, researchers submit 
that students’ perceptions 
of jeopardized safety 
negatively affect academic 
progress, increase 
maladaptive and deviant 
behavior, and increase 
types and frequency of 
mental illnesses. 

http://www.efc.gwu.edu/resources/library/perceptions-of-safety-matter-to-students/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QoPGbvjM9GKUMAN1RfUwGSj3mcplAOYDci6WbYtvVposN8NA3nJmrVxbYDbdbCYZh-ffxz3IUaJPh_oYkm1qHu3mIx2ukR50r6RVvfJka0LiXntLGvoOAuFwFUk4JztGtFITtCLRXwBj4U0rcTwDpjGwNZOU7vtWKqArMpxn_2_sS02XHh7PJ9-BYt-rO5il_geZUrEF1gRIKYZ_dqEbyTxKLf5taLqWC0tsEjeIcBRoeYuTO4dGKYrTV13aA-jiSsZIvY97_U8WTrrWltHDdTUoQwl0Ka0w&c=Cn7m_d3QbeO4uGWHCs1P01lJ6XxYQPr14UwsRmSGZL9Ycg2RKKKa1Q==&ch=z4tnXXLnFbOZpyyFv-tKXYEeVZhjEfPiszv3-yEwDMIqUjs2kpYNfw==

