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The consequences of funding disparities in
American schools are sobering. “The funding gap shows that many low-income minority
students are subjected to inferior facilities, less adequate teachers, and an incomparable
curriculum to their counterparts” (Wright, 2012). Russo (2011) made the point more poignant
when he wrote about Illinois schools, “In both 2002 and 2011, the 10 poorest schools on
average spent 30 percent of what the 10 richest schools spent on average to educate each
student...”

Funding inequalities are present in federal, state, and local governments. Equalizing this
funding is not likely to equalize the education all students receive; however, it is the first step
to enhancing the education of our urban youth.

It seems only fitting that all students attend school in clean, healthy, safe environments; that
they have quality teachers; that we rid our American public education system of the plague of
disparities in educational quality and financing.
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